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Learning Objectives  
The course is designed with the aim to provide an introduction to contemporary debates around 
critical issues in Indian Politics. Having acquired an understanding of the political processes and 
political institutions in India, this course encourages students to make sense of contemporary 
Indian politics. The themes chosen represent the changing landscape of Indian politics prompting 
the question whether the study of politics in contemporary India is in need of new concepts and 
analytical tools. The course will enable students to think through the concerns of older paradigms 
to address the questions presented by new forms of politics. How, for example, does a citizen 
reconcile to be biometrically mapped premised upon a guarantee of social benefits or how does 
one view the media as a pillar of democracy in the age of disinformation, social media violence and 
weak regulatory mechanisms. What does citizenship mean in the context of documentary regimes 
and enumeration practices, what do urban spaces and new forms of informal economy mean for 
the labouring poor, and how does the market rearticulate the relationship between land, 
displacement, and dispossession.  
 
Learning outcomes  
On successful completion of the course, the students will demonstrate: 

• An understanding of contemporary debates around key themes in Indian Politics 
• An understanding of the changes being witnessed such as in relation to the rules 

governing citizenship, new forms of informal labour, etc. 
• Knowledge of established constitutional rights such as free speech, free press and 

the challenges in their realisation in practice 
 
 
SYLLABUS OF DSE-5 
 
UNIT – I State and citizens (15 hours) 

a. Citizenship and National Register of Citizenship (NRC) 
b. Welfare and Unique Identification Scheme (UID) 

 
UNIT – II Land and Market (15 Hours) 

a. Land – market relations 
b. Labour and urban space  

 
 
UNIT – III Media and democracy (15 Hours) 
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a. Free speech 
b. Public order  
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Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the 

Examination Branch, University of Delhi, from time to time. 
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